BEYOND CELEBRATION

The BBNJ
Agreement: A New

Era

SAVEOCEAN



Introduction to
BBNJ

The BBNJ Agreement, effective January
17, 2026, marks a pivotal shift in the
governance of the high seas, which
cover nearly half the Earth's surface. This
treaty aims to address the complexities
of ocean protection amidst ongoing
challenges and opportunities.




Analysis

As we celebrate the BBNJ Agreement,
it's essential to transition from
enthusiastic applause to critical
analysis. This examination will delve into
the treaty's complexities, revealing the
challenges ahead in ensuring effective

ocean protection for future generations.
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The Reality Behind
Celebration

The BBNJ Agreement addresses the
urgent need for governance in the high
seas by proposing marine protected
areas and activity regulation.

However, it establishes a framework
without immediate enforcement, leaving a
significant governance gap that must be
navigated effectively.
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Hidden Assumptions

The intricacies of coordinating
governance among various agencies
pose significant challenges.

With numerous organizations involved,
each with unigue mandates and
priorities, the potential for misalignment
increases, complicating effective
Implementation of the BBNJ Agreement
and its intended outcomes for high seas
protection.
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Economic Impact
of Regulations

Shipping: Over 80% of global trade
moves by sea. Slowing ships down or
rerouting them directly increases costs
and delivery times.

Bottom trawling: This fishing method is
destructive, yes, but it's also how many
fishing nations operate their fleets.
Black carbon and shipping emissions:
The shipping industry represents about
3% of global CO2 emissions. Cleaning
this up requires either expensive new
fuels and technology.




Data and Enforcement
Challenges

Data Collection Verification Issues

The lack of a unified Enforcement relies on flag
system results in states, which often have
inconsistent data limited capacity or
collection practices across willingness to act effectively.

various organizations.



Fundamental
Question

Are the high seas a global commons to
be protected for all humanity, or merely
resources to be exploited by those with
technology and capital?

This distinction shapes our future
interactions with these vital ecosystems.




What Would Actually Matter

What specific, measurable changes will occur in the next two

MPA

Designated marine
protected areas with
defined boundaries NOT
just frameworks

years?

Real implementation would look like:

Global
collaboration

With specific protocols for
information sharing and
joint decision-making

Funding
commitments

From wealthy nations to
help developing countries
transition

Transparent
compliance
mechanisms

where any nation or
organization can see which
countries are following the
rules and which aren't.
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Transparent & Collective to Protect every wave!

Get 1n Touch with Us!

https://saveocean.net



